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[Download Video Essay M4V File - 219 MB]

The video essay, “The Three Fates of the Maltese Falcon: Hammet's Novel at Warner Bros.”, uses the production histories of Warner
Bros.' three film version of The Maltese Falcon to dispel the notion of a direct lineage between Dashiell Hammett's hard-boiled writing
and John Huston's faithful adaptation. Instead, this piece argues that studio politics and production circumstances heavily determined
the genre, tone, and visual style of each adaptation, including the iconic 1941 version.
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